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600 POUNDS TO FIGHT HUNGER 
 

DirectBuy of Suffolk County Holds Second Annual Food Drive and Fall Festival 
 

HAUPPAUGE, NY, October 28, 2008- In today’s economy, most families have to 
focus on feeding, clothing, and taking care of their own. So when those same families go 
out of their way to help others in need, the donations are that much more meaningful. On 
October 25, DirectBuy of Suffolk County held it’s second annual food drive and fall 
festival, collecting more than 600 lbs of food and supplies for Long Island Cares, the only 
food bank on Long Island.  
 
In addition to the food 
drive, members of the 
Hauppauge-based 
showroom were treated to 
a day of fun and 
festivities.  DirectBuy of 
Suffolk County is the 
local branch of 
DirectBuy, Inc., a home 
furnishings and 
remodeling company that 
allows its members to 
purchase directly from 
over 700 brand-name 
manufacturers and 
authorized suppliers with 
no hidden retail mark-up.  
 
“We have run a successful business in Suffolk County for over 18 years” said DirectBuy 
of Suffolk County president and franchise owner Rob Bengston. “We wanted to celebrate 
with our loyal members, and do some good at the same time.”   
 
The DirectBuy Suffolk staff chose to support Long Island Cares because currently food 
banks are desperate for help. Long Island Cares was founded in 1980 by the late 
singer/activist Harry Chapin in response to the needs of hungry Long Islanders. The 
leading anti-hunger organization works with other charities to fight hunger in Nassau and 
Suffolk counties.  



 
“Long Island Cares is a wonderful program and very necessary especially in today's 
economical conditions,” said DirectBuy member Purnima Shah, who attended the 
festival.  
 
DirectBuy’s Suffolk showroom was brightly decorated with ribbons, balloons and more 
than 40 baskets of gifts that were raffled off to those who brought in non-perishable food 
or other supplies. The baskets included gifts of cookware, artwork, toys, camping and 
sporting equipment, movie tickets, theater tickets and giftware.  Children were 
entertained with balloon art and face painting, and all guests enjoyed trying a variety of 
dishes throughout the festival.   
 
“This festival is our way of saying thank you to our members,” said DirectBuy of Suffolk 
County Showroom Manager Myriam Lebron. “We wanted to show we care for our 
members and also for this great community where we all live.”  
 
“My wife and I have been members of DirectBuy since 1997,” said Robert Meehan. “We 
came to the showroom today to help celebrate DirectBuy's association with the charity 
Long Island Cares. Our membership has been 11 years of profitable and enjoyable 
experiences for us. The money we have saved is incredible. Thanks to DirectBuy, we 
have much more money for ourselves. The customer service is second to none.”  
 
About DirectBuy  
For more than 37 years, DirectBuy has been showing thousands of consumers 
unparalleled ways to save as they shop for virtually everything for in and around their 
homes – from furniture, carpet and flooring, and custom window treatments, to kitchen 
and bath cabinets and fixtures, appliances and much, much more.  
 
DirectBuy enables members to purchase most every product offering from several 
hundred manufacturers and their authorized suppliers at more than 160 showrooms across 
North America. To request a “Free Insider’s Guide to Buying Direct” and a Visitor’s Pass 
to learn more about the superior value and benefits of DirectBuy membership, visit 
www.DirectBuy.com or www.DirectBuyCares.com. 
 
About Long Island Cares 
The Mission of Long Island Cares is to bring together all available resources for the 
benefit of the hungry on Long Island.  Long Island Cares provides emergency food where 
and when it is needed, sponsors programs that help families achieve self-sufficiency, and 
educates the general public about the causes and consequences of hunger on Long Island. 
Long Island Cares relies on the generosity and strong support of the individuals, 
corporations, and foundations that make up the community. For more information, visit 
www.licares.org.  


